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Royal friends rosouo dogs Ior adoption

By Lisa Meff
Islander Reporter

During the holiday scason, many people seck (o
help those who are hungry and in need of shelter,

Julie Gilstrap-Royal is among the charitable, and
her rescue mission — to feed and shelter — involves
diogs.

Ullstrap-Royal, an owner/partner at SunCoast
Real Estate and founder of Royal Pet Rescue, recently
traveled to Tennessee and back 1o rescue 11 dogs that
had been abandoned.

An Islander () & A with the dog rescuer:

The Islander: Whar danger were the animals
J';'I'I:TIHR in Tenmnessee? And bow oid vou hear abaour
them? .

Julie Gilstrap-Royal: The animals were facing
starvation and reproduction. The lady who had them
dumped on her property, Pamela Evans, in Michie,
Tenn., contacted Underdog Rescue’s Shona Samuels
asking for her help. She sent c-mails, pictures, her
:\:lﬂ'}'.

Undendog does small dogs, so Shona forwarded
the e-mails o me, as | rescue large dogs.

The Islander: How many dogs did vou find? And
their condition?

JGR: We were in contact for over a month as |
was Irying to get Pilots N Paws, an organization that
Hies animals, but there were 100 many dogs and it
was 00 far a distance — B0 miles — o that fizzled
ol

Then [ contacted the long-haul ruckers, who alsa
have an organization that transports animals. They
require a $25 fee per animal — there were 11 — plus
health certificates from the vet and rabics vaccing:
tions,

Pameela could mot afTord o Feed all thie -.|-.||_.:~.._ lig
;|||;'|r||;_' I:;,1|u,- them Lo a WL, S0 that was a -dn::ll.l n.:l:d.

A very kind Anna Marna Island resident, Bar-
i Kitchell, stepped up and called a feed stone and
b 206 powmids of Toodd delivered to Keep them from
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starving while 1 was working on transport.

We picked up the dogs. The dogs were thin, but
OK, one pup was very sick and placed in a separate
carrier, He later died on the 15-hour trip.

The Islander: You rescued the dogs with a
friend?

JGHR: Yes, my best friend of 30 years, Sunny
Muaoss, went with me. and I couldn't have made the
rip without her sharing the 15-hour non-stop drive
and keeping me laughing.

The Islander: Did vou return with the dogs in o
wrr

JGR: We rented a 10-foot truck, and had them in
five wire cages and blankets. It was 40 degrees.

The Islander: INd they mind the radie?

JGR: | don’t think so. They were pretiy quiei
except when we stopped for gas and food.

The Islander: Did vou mamee them on the refurn

ferre
JGR: They were already named by Pamela
Shiloh, mommy dog, Mack lab, 70 pounds; Bo,

Bear, a male
lab, rescucd
by Reval
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male lab, 11 months, 70 pounds: Bear, male lab, 60
pounds; Tootsie, female lab, 45 pounds: Sadie and
Cici, f-month-old shepard mixes: Savannah, who
died: Bella, Ginger and Tiki, 3-months-old, lab pups.
Tiki had a broken fool.

The Islander: Where are the animals now?

JGR: Bear is being fostered by Barbara on Anna
Maria, Shiloh has been spade and adopted. Bella has
been adopted and is in training to be a FEMA search
and rescue dog. She will iy around the world after
being dumped on the side of the road.

All the others are at my house.

The Islander: When will they become available
Jor adoption, and who would be eligible o adopr
them?

JGR: As soon as the rest are spayed/neotered they
willl be avalable. Al were taken 1o the Anomal Med)
cal Clinde om Corter Boad o be evaluated, Unde pl_l-.':F
Rescue paid For the vet bill,

The Islamder: How de people reack vou®

JGR: Call e an S40-T20- 14010 1o adopt. Adults
are 373, pups 3200. 1 spent over 52,000 fying up,
renting a car and for the truck, hotel and gas.

Royal Pet Rescue retrieved dogs, including Tiki,
above, thar had been durmped on a property in Ten-
nessee. The dogs are now in the Anna Marta Fsland
area amd availabile for adoprion.



