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R@){_af fo the rescue for focaf pups

By Lisa MNedl ]
Islander Reporter

Julie Royal's moming began with an unexpecied -
before-work rush 1o the velerinarian.

“Such is the life in rescue,” she said

The night before Roval had rescued a litter of
RICK puppies. A man was ;!ivmg themy up becanze he
counldn’t afford to care for the dogs, and he didn’t
weadil thenn o s flfier,

In Januvary, Royal secured non-profit status for
Howval Pet Rescue, the operation she started about nine
years ago, nspircd afier fostering a pregnant dog.

“1 though T would just foster a dog occasionally,
b that s how it all god started,” said Roval, a partner
at SunCoast Keal Estate in Holmes Beach who lives
in Sarasota. "My specialty is puppies and Kittens.”

The rescue netwark in the Manatee-Sarasola ared
15 am extensive coalition of povemment-run sheliers,
non-proft organizations and grassroais advocaies

“It isn’t competitive. There's plenty out there,”
Roval sand of the necd for pet rescues. “ And we each
have our own niche, ™

Roval often leams of animals in need from GOl
nizations such as the humane societies in Manatee

and Sorasots countics or Manatee County Animal
Services

“The shebers call me.” she said. “Or they give
out my number,... | have a very close relationship
with Manatee County Animal Services.”

Julie

Keoval
Soametimies the animals will be found abandoned. o
as was the case with a litter of puppies recently dis B i
covered al a Toreclosed home. i
sometimes the animals will be given up by Py 1
people who can no longer care for them, as was the ik
case with two 18-year-old cars Royal cared for after e
a man and the cats were evicied from their home FHIfHES
in that case, she served as a six-week babysiticr. o
“He couldn't bring the cats with him to the Hahm'u]n officE in
Army,” she said. “When he gol a place about six ifesas
weeks later, he ook them back.”™ -
Royal. over the years, has rescued about 1,000 i::r‘:::”
animals. ; _ ' Il:ﬁ
She operates Royal Pet Rescue from her home in :
Sarasota, whene one of the four bedrooms NOow serves off

as a cattery, with ladders and high hiding spots. anwd
where another room is a puppy playroom.

“Bleach is my friend,” Royal said.

Her hushand, jazz pianist Michacl Royal, is on
hoard — now. “He loves to play with the puppies,”
Royal said, but he has no idea how many cats arc
climbing the ladders in the cattery

That nurber. last week, was 20, but there was 2
time when Royal was caring for 50 cats, as well as
rwo litters of puppes.

The population changes regularly, she sl .

The puppies Roval rescued last week are being
wreated for hookworm and nurtured to be ready for
adoption in about eight weeks, : |

“The rule is two months or 2 pounds.” she said.

In the meantime, Royal probably will get called
for other rescues and take on other residents.

“1 get a call every week, sometimes il scems
every day,” she said

The cost of operating Royal Pet Rescuc 1s "lens
of thousands of dollars.” mostly in vet bills, Royal
said, .

But, she added, rescue work is her passion.

“I love saving animals,” she said. “It's very
rewarding, very satisfying.... People say, don’t you
want 10 keep them? | say, yes, but then I couldn’t go
and save the next liner.”

How to help
Royal Pet Rescue, founded by Julic Royal.
mmmmwmhmm
pies and kittens, as well as people 0 adopt the
Royal Pet Rescue also can use donations of

R

supplies. such as pet food, and financial aid.

For more information, call Rayal at 941-
720-1411 or go 10 www royalpetrescue. com.




